42                           ADVENTURES   OF  THE

all the wounds with the decoction of mm? he cleansed
them; those that he found fit for stitching, he sewed
up; and on the others he laid lint and plasters, which
he took out of his box, and tied them up with ban-
dages, and said with much kindness, " I will continue
to call morning and evening; be thou careful that
she remain perfectly quiet, so that the stitches may
not give way; let her food be chicken broth adminis-
tered in small quantities at a time, and give her often
the spirit of Bed-MusM* with rose water, so that her
strength may be supported." After giving these
directions, he took his leave. I thanked him much
with joined hands,3 and added, " From the consolation
you have bestowed, my life also has been restored;
otherwise, I saw nothing but death before me; God
keep you safe." And after giving him *Itr4 and betel,
I took leave of him. Night and day I attended on
that beautiful lady with the utmost solicitude; rest to
myself I renounced as impious, and in the threshold
of God I daily prayed for her cure.

It came to pass that the merchant [who had charge
of my merchandise,] arrived, and delivered over to me

1  The nlm is a large and common tree in India, the leaves of which are
very bitter, and used as a decoction to reduce contusions and inflamma-
tions; also to cleanse wounds.

2  The spirit drawn from the leaves of an aromatic tree which grows in
Kashmir^ called Bed~Mu$Jik; it is a tonic and exhilarating.

3  A humble deportment when addressing superiors in India; and through
complaisance, used sometimes to equals.

4  An act of ceremony ever observed amongst the well-bred in India,
when a visitor takes leave.   'Itr is the essence of any flower, more espe-
cially of the rose (by us corruptly called " otto of roses"); and ttetel is a
preparation of the aromatic leaf so generally used in tho East, more
especially in India.   The moment they are introduced, it is a hint to the
visitor to take leave.